Inhibition of aspartic proteinases by synthetic peptides derived from the propart region of human prorenin.
1. Five synthetic peptides which together spanned the propart segment of human prorenin were tested for their ability to interact with human renin, pepsin, gastricsin, cathepsin D, cathepsin E, calf chymosin and the aspartic proteinase from Endothia parasitica. 2. While two peptides showed no significant effect with any of the enzymes, a further two were cleaved by several enzymes. 3. Only one (corresponding to the 32P-43P residues in the propart sequence) acted as a weak competitive inhibitor of most of the enzymes.